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Mandatory seat belts
for all expressway
passengers

SUBASHINI SENANAYAKE

Seat belt laws for vehicles travelling on
expressways were being implemented strictly
from yesterday (21).

Chairman of the National Council for Road
Safety Manjula Kularatne said a three-month
grace period has been granted exclusively for
vehicles that were manufactured without
built-in seat belts, allowing owners time to
install them.

Although an additional three-month grace
period has been provided for that specific
category, fines will be imposed separately on
both the driver and individual passengers
found travelling without seat belts from
yesterday. Kularatne added that after the
three-month period concludes, vehicle owners
who permit their vehicles to be driven on the
road without seat belts will also face fines
starting September 20.

Premadasa proposes basic
rights must be recognised as
fundamental rights

Health, education, children’s and
women’s rights, and the right to a livelihood
must also become fundamental rights, the
Opposition and Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) Leader Sajith Premadasa said on
Saturday.

Premadasa, who was speaking at a
donation under the SJB’s “Husma”
programme where the Kandy District
Samagi Tharuna Balawegaya (Youth Front)
donated a hemodialysis machine worth Rs.
4.8 million to the Kandy National Hospital,
said that while our country’s Constitution
outlines how the rights of citizens are
protected, these are included as civil and
political rights under Chapter 3 on
Fundamental Rights. ‘However, areas such
as health, education, agriculture, fisheries,
industry, and poverty alleviation are not
included there and are in Chapter 6 of the
Constitution,” he said.

‘Therefore, in addition to the rights
currently available in the Fundamental
Rights chapter of the Constitution, free
health and education, the right to a
livelihood, the right to industry, as well as
women’s and children’s rights must also
become fundamental rights. The Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) has even taken a
policy decision that these fundamental
rights must be updated’.

Premadasa mentioned that since even
Ranasinghe Premadasa worked to make the
lives of the people prosperous through
every programme he conducted back then,

this donation was made to serve the public
through both words and actions in honour
of his birth anniversary. He noted that
while our country has plenty of rulers who
are good at talking, presenting proposals,
introducing policies, and showing off with
words, the SJB, just like Ranasinghe
Premadasa, matches its words with
immense service to the people.

“To date, the SJB has spent Rs. 434.2
million and donated 89 buses to the
country’s school system. Additionally, Rs.
431 million has been spent to provide
smart classrooms to 386 schools, all aimed
at strengthening free education and free
healthcare’.

Premadasa emphasised the SJB is the
only party that has served the people from
the opposition without holding State
power. He concluded by saying that instead
of spending party funds to build personal
images, they chose to serve the nation, its
people, and the healthcare sector, which is
the true system change that needs to
happen.

The donation of the hemodialysis
machine was by the young men and women
of the Kandy District Samagi Tharuna
Balawegaya to coincide with the birth
anniversary celebration of former President
Ranasinghe Premadasa, which falls on June
23. The donation was the 77th phase of the
“Husma” programme conducted by the
SJB, which has spent Rs. 238.8 million so
far on similar initiatives.

Piriven education must be strengthened

to revitalise the Buddha Sasana
~ Prime Minister Dr. Harini Amarasuriya

Prime Minister Dr. Harini Amarasuriya said
Piriven education must be strengthened to
revitalise the Buddha Sasana in the face of
challenges from broader social transformation.

The Prime Minister was speaking at the
National Piriven Day State Ceremony 2026,

titled “Sasunata Diridena Surakimu Pirivena,”

held recently at the SIBA premises in Palle-
kele.

‘Reforms to Piriven education should be
undertaken with a clear understanding that
Piriven institutions and schools serve distinct
purposes. We must recognise that Piriven
institutions and schools are not the same, and
reforms should be introduced accordingly’.

Amarasuriya explained how the Maha Sang-
ha must take the lead in shaping a system of

Piriven education that can nurture a genera-
tion of monks capable of meeting the chal-
lenges of a complex and rapidly evolving
modern world. ‘I respectfully invite the Maha
Sangha to come together and propose the
reforms necessary to achieve the true objec-
tives of Piriven education.’

She said the Government is already engaged
in discussions with the Piriven Education Divi-
sion of the Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education Ministry on ways to fur-
ther develop and strengthen Piriven educa-
tion.

The National Piriven Day State Ceremony
was organised jointly by the Piriven Education
branch of the Education Ministry and Central
Provincial Council, under the guidance of the

Director of Piriven Education Madovita Vajira
Buddhi Thera. The Maha Sangha were paid
tributes in recognition of their dedicated ser-
vice to Piriven education and the Buddha
Sasana.

Present at the event were the Anunayake
Theras of the Malwathu and Asgiri Chapters,
members of the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha
Nikaya and the Sri Lanka Ramanna Maha
Nikaya, Religious and Cultural Affairs Minis-
ter Hiniduma Sunil Senevi, Central Province
Governor Sarath Abeykoon, Diyawadana Nil-
ame Nilanga Dela, Education Ministry Secre-
tary Nalaka Kaluwewa, public representatives,
Government officials, Piriven teachers, and a
large gathering of lay and ordained Piriven
students.

Over 2,000 participants at International Yoga Day

The 12th International Yoga Day was
celebrated on June 21 at Independence Square in
Colombo. This year’s theme, “Yoga for Healthy
Ageing,” underscored the message that wellness
has no age limit, emphasising yoga’s vital role in
promoting mobility, strength, mental well-being,
and independence at every stage of life.

The United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) adopted a resolution piloted by India in
2014, proclaiming June 21 each year as
International Yoga Day. The resolution was
supported by more than 170 countries, with Sri
Lanka being one of the co-sponsors.

The Yoga Day event was organised by the
Indian High Commission and its cultural arm,
the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre (SVCC),
in collaboration with the Health Ministry and
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and
Local Government Ministry.

The event began with a spiritual invocation
through prayers by the Parama Dhamma
Chethiya Pirivena and Acharya Dhirendra
Krishna Shasthri ji, who offered blessings for
peace and well-being. A dynamic and refreshing
yoga and meditation session followed, conducted
by experts from renowned yoga institutions in
India and Sri Lanka. The event brought together
thousands of yoga enthusiasts, dignitaries, and
students in a shared spirit of wellness and unity.
Complementing the main event in Colombo, the
Consulates in Hambantota and Jaffna, along with
the Assistant High Commission in Kandy, also
organised special events to mark the occasion.

As a prelude to the main event, the Ayurveda
Department and Health Ministry in collaboration
with the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre
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(SVCCQC), organised a landmark island-wide event
on 18 June 2026. For the second consecutive
year, simultaneous yoga sessions were conducted
across Ayurveda hospitals throughout Sri Lanka,
with 112 hospitals participating in this year’s
initiative.

An AYUSH information kiosk at the venue,
provided visitors with valuable information on
India’s traditional systems of medicine and
holistic wellness. A team of medical professionals
from Siddhalepa Ayurveda offered free
consultations and interacted with participants,
creating greater awareness of holistic healthcare
practices and the therapeutic benefits of
Ayurveda.

Indian High Commissioner Santosh Jha,
joined the celebrations with guests including
Science and Technology Minister Prof.
Chrishantha Abeysena, Deputy Speaker Dr.
Rizvie Salih, Plantation and Community
Infrastructure Deputy Minister Pradeep

n brocléiming June 21 International Yoga Day was spported by m:)re than

Sundaralingam, Economic Development Deputy
Minister Nishantha Jayaweera, MP’s, members
of the Tri Forces and the Sri Lanka Police, yoga
institutions and other senior dignitaries.

As part of the celebrations, the High
Commission supported and facilitated around 55
yoga events in Colombo in collaboration with
Government institutions, universities,
professional bodies, schools, and civil society
organisations. Among the major events were
programmes held at the Institute of National
Ayurveda  Teaching  Hospital, Sri
Jayewardenepura University, Courtyard by
Marriott Colombo, Chartered Accountants of Sri
Lanka, Colombo Municipal Council and the Sri
Lanka Foundation Institute, among several
others. These events witnessed enthusiastic
participation from yoga practitioners, students,
professionals, and public, further strengthening
the message of health, harmony, and holistic
well-being.
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Master of Philosophy (By Research) (9);
Master of Business Administration (28);
Master of Science in Environmental Technology and Management. (6); 10.
Master of Environmental Technology and Management (2) n

Bachelor of Science Honours in Animal Production and Food Technology (75); 12.
Bachelor of Science Honours in Export Agriculture (78); 13.
Bachelor of Science Honours in Tea Technology and Value Addition (60); 14.
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8. Bachelor of Science Honours in Aquatic Resources Technology (64);

9. Bachelor of Science Honours in Palm & Latex Technology and Value Addition (48); 16.
Bachelor of Technology Honours in Science and Technology (4);
Bachelor of Science Honours in Science and Technology (70);
Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Science & Technology (100);
Bachelor of Science Honours in Industrial Information Technology (68);
Bachelor of Industrial Information Technology Honours (5);

The 15 General Convocation of Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka is held on 22 June 2026, commencing at 7.45 a.m. at the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH), Colombo.
At this prestigious ceremony, Professor Jayantha Balawardane, Chancellor of Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka, confers degrees upon 1,200 graduands, comprising 1,155 Bachelor's Degree recipients & 45 Postgraduate Degree

The convocation arrangements are carried out under the guidance of Senior Professor Kolitha B. Wijesekara, Vice Chancellor of Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka, & Professor K.G.C. Senarathna, Chairman of the 15™ General Convocation
Committee & Dean of the Faculty of Technological Studies. The Convocation Address is delivered by Emeritus Professor Ranjith Senaratne of the Department of Crop Science, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Ruhuna.

Marking this historic milestone, the entire UWU family extends its heartfelt congratulations to all graduands receiving their degrees. This memorable occasion celebrates their academic achievements, dedication, and perseverance, while
recognizing their readiness to contribute meaningfully to the development of the nation & the global community. Degrees are conferred under the following categories

15. Bachelor of Science Honours in Mineral Resources and Technology (59);

Bachelor of Business Management Honours in Entrepreneurship and Management (97);

17. Bachelor of Business Management Honours in Hospitality, Tourism and Events Management (98);
18. Bachelor of Business Management Honors in Human Resource Development (78)

19. Bachelor of Engineering Technology Honours in Mechanical Engineering Technology (76);

20. Bachelor of Biosystems Technology Honours (106).

21. Bachelor of Information and Communication Technology Honours (69)
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Chancellor

“ |t is with profound pride and great honor that | share this message on the occasion of
the 15t General Convocation of Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to our graduates for reaching this significant
milestone in your academic careers. This ceremony is a testament to your personal
dedication, and the resilience you have shown throughout your studies. In a world that
continues to be defined by uncertainty, you now possess more than just the tools for
success; you carry a profound responsibility to apply your knowledge toward solving
the most pressing challenges of our time, both locally and globally.

Moving forward, whether you choose to enter the workforce or continue your academic
jou rney, | wish you every success in your future endeavors. For those seeking to
further their expertise through postgraduate studies, please know that our doors
remain open and you will always be welcome.
My sincere gratitude goes, as always, to the academic and non-academic staff for their
unwavering commitment to excellence. As we move forward, | encourage both our
graduates and staff to proceed with confidence, knowing that your collective growth
and contributions are vital to our shared future.
Once again, my warmest congratulations and best wishes to you all. ”

Professor Jayantha Balawardane

Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka

“ | extend my heartfelt congratulations to all our graduates on this proud and
momentous occasion. Your achievement stands as a testament to four years of
dedication, perseverance, and unwavering commitment. | sincerely commend our
esteemed academic staff for their tireless guidance and dedication, together with our
administrative and non-academic staff whose invaluable support has contributed
greatly to the successes we celebrate today. | also convey my deepest appreciation to
the parents and families whose constant encouragement and sacrifices have been a
source of strength throughout this journey.

As you embark on the next chapter of your lives, | wish each graduate every success
and fulfillment in all future endeavors. May you continue to uphold the values and
spirit of Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka and make meaningful, lasting
contributions to society and the nation. »

Senior Professor Kolitha B. Wijesekara

Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka J

Vice Chancellor

shape a better
Congratulations to

Convocation of U

purpose in all your endeavors. ”

Professor Chathuranga Senarathna
Dean, Faculty of Technological Studies
Chairman 15" General convocation

“ Convocation opens the door
to a new chapter in your life's
journey; may your knowledge
ignite change and your values
world.

all
graduates of the 15" General
va
Wellassa University of Sri Lanka. May innovation,
integrity, and lifelong learning guide your future,
inspiring positive impact, success, fulfilment, and
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“ Faculty of Medicine Warmest
congratulations to the
graduates of the 15" General
Convocation of Uva Wellassa
University of Sri  Lanka
(UWUSL). As the 12" Faculty
of Medicine of Sri Lanka and
the 5" Faculty of UWUSL, we
are honoured to walk this path alongside you.
With three batches currently in progress, we are
poised to produce future medical professionals
who will uplift the University's name and serve the
nation with great dedication and compassion
always. »

Senior Professor Muditha
Vidanapathirana
Dean, Faculty of Medicine

“ Heartiest congratulations on
the occasion of the 15"
General Convocation. This
remarkable milestone
celebrates the hard work,
dedication, and achievements
of all graduates. May this
special day mark the
beginning of a successful journey filled with
opportunities, growth, and meaningful
contributions to society. As esteemed Alumni of
UWU, you are entrusted with upholding the
values of excellence, innovation, and integrity.
Best wishes for a memorable and inspiring
convocation ceremony. ?

fe

Mr. Dhananjaya Nawarathna
Dean/ Faculty of Management

“ Congratulations on reaching
this remarkable milestone.
Your success reflects
dedication, resilience, and a
passion for learning. As
graduates of the Faculty of
Applied Sciences, you are
equipped to drive innovation,
embrace challenges, and contribute meaningfully
to society. May your knowledge, integrity, and
leadership inspire positive change and shape a
sustainable future for all. »

Professor Sandya Nilmini Kumari
Dean, Faculty of Applied Sciences

“ Congratulations, Graduands!
Today marks the culmination
of vyears of dedication,
perseverance, and hard work.
As you begin a new chapter,
carry forward the knowledge,
values, and experiences
gained at Uva Wellassa
University of Sri Lanka. Embrace opportunities,
overcome challenges with confidence, and strive
to make a meaningful contribution to society. On
behalf of the Faculty of Animal Science and
Export Agriculture, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations and best wishes for a bright,
fulfilling, and successful future. ?

Senior Professor Dinesh D. Jayasena
Dean, Faculty of Animal Science and Export
Agriculture

Mr. A.J.M.D.N.B. Nawela
Registrar (Acting)

“ June 22, 2026, marks a significant milestone in your lives as you are formally conferred as graduates. From this day forward, may the knowledge, skills,
and values you have acquired serve not only your personal growth but also contribute meaningfully to the development and prosperity of our motherland.
| extend my heartfelt congratulations to all graduates and wish you a bright, successful, and fulfilling future. »
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Publicity Group - 15" General Convocation

Dr. K. M. R. K. Kulathunga (Activity Coordinator)

For more information,




