














How the Agricultural

ivellhoods impacted by

COVID-19 ?

COVID-19 has claimed a tremendous influence
on the economy of the entire world, impacting
both lives and livelihoods. This global pandemic
situation has a huge impact on agriculture in
different ways such as supply related impacts,
demand related impacts, labor-related impacts,
and food security and safety impacts. Labour is
the key component in agriculture value chains
from farm to fork. COVID-19 creates a major
labor market shock, creating significant impacts
in terms of unemployment and underemployment
especially for informal workers. Estimates of
the Department of Census and Statistics (DCS)
indicatethatinthe 4t quarter of 2019, employment
in the Agriculture sector is 27%. The Labour
Force Survey 2018 results revealed that 88% of
agricultural employment comprises informal
sector employment. Workers from informal
workers are excluded from labor laws and do not
have secure employment contracts, and therefore
usually do not enjoy workers’ benefits, social
protection, or workers’ representation. Informality
is especially widespread in agriculture and rural

. sectors. Informal workers in the agriculture = °

= sector are at risk of losing their jobs due to the

- COVID-19 pandemic, even though Agriculture is

| considered as an essential industry. The crisis
" has severely affected farm incomes. This has
disrupted livelihoods, supply chains and cash
flow of the poorest families especially becoming

=% a burden to everyday wage earners.

By referring to various studies it is clear that
the Agriculture is relatively little affected by the

4 COVID-19 outbreak in Sri Lanka and could able

to continue without much difficulty since the
Agriculture sector in Sri Lanka which is loosely
incorporated with global supply chains. According
to an e-survey conducted on “COVID 19 & Beyond-
The impact on the Labour Market of Sri Lanka”
by the Department of Labour indicates that
compared to the other industries, “agriculture,
forestry, and fishing industry” indicates the
highest percentages for both the ‘in operation
with under capacity’ and ‘in full operation’
categories of businesses, indicating a higher
level of resilience during this period (72.73 % and
| 14.55% respectively). Further, it indicates that the
‘Agriculture, forestry, and fishing' industry has
recorded the lowest percentage of ‘not in work’
status as 13.13% compared to other industries.
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Migrant workers who cannot be substitute within
a short period in the Agriculture sector are also
highly affected due to the lockdown period.
Therefore, in such a catastrophic situation, their
livelihood is very much at risk. In developing
countries, the majority of females engage in the
informal sector. In Sri Lanka also, the female-
majority are working in the informal sector
(The Labour Force Survey-2018) and 29.7% are
working in the agriculture sector (Department of
Census and Statistics, 2017). So they also at risk
of income losses in the current situation.

The government has taken various steps to
control the spread of the virus in Sri Lanka such
as national wide curfews, restrictions on the
movement of people, Import restrictions, and
allowing to adopt work from home practices,
etc,. Up to some degree, Agri-food supply chains
have disrupted due to such control measures.
On the other hand, the demand for agricultural
commodities alsohasbeen significantlyincreased
as consumers bought some goods in excess. Sri

. Lankan government adopts different short term

and long term strategies to overcome these risks.
Different online platforms also have emerged and

| some large scale leading retail chains have been

increased their online platforms.

SHORT TERM STRATEGIES ADOPTED BY THE

GOVERNMENT

Sri Lankan Government allowed farmers and

% fishermen to engage in their farming and fishing

activities without any restrictions during this
period. Movement restrictions are not imposed
by the Sri Lankan Government on the fertilizers
and the Cabinet of Ministers has approved
the purchases of chemical fertilizer from the §
beginning of April. Sri Lankan Government has
approved an import of $760 million fertilizers.
Agencies also have distributed free fertilizers
as per pre-existing policy. However some
uncertainties in imposing and lifting curfew made
some difficulties with delay in supply chains,
storage of perishable agricultural commodities,
and wastage.

As a short term strategy, the government is
directly involved in food supply chain activities.



Taskforce coordinated and monitored rural
economic activity including providing seeds and
fertilizer to farmers; national economic activity,
including rural agricultural commaodities transport
to urban consumers; and supply, distribution, and
price control of essential food items. During
April 11" and April 14" a mechanism has been
operated by the government for purchasing
produce directly from farmers and distributing
directly to retailers who in turn distribute to
consumers. The government also has been made
some arrangements to distribute packages priced
at 500 and 1000 rupees at housing schemes

and apartments that are highly populated. Local |

| government authorities and some of the local
cooperatives have delivered home delivery of
essential commodities at affordable prices.

| The government also imposed import restrictions
on 156 categories of products including essential
food items.

Price control is also taken as a government
responsibility. The maximum retail price (MRP)
for BIG Onion, red split lentil, and canned fish
was imposed on March 18th. MRP imposed on
red-lentils, canned fish, and sugar was removed
from May 015t — May 03r9, and also MRP on milk
| powder was increased. Sri Lankan Government
has imposed price regulations on more than 25
items for the retail and wholesale prices during
this Covid-19 period. Thereafter the Consumer
Affairs Authority also set the maximum wholesale
prices for 21 vegetables, sweet potatoes, limes,
plantains, and ginger, etc. Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) for selected rice varieties was imposed
and the services of rice mill owners were declared
as an essential service on April 10th. MRP on
turmeric powder was imposed on April 21st.0On
April 23 Guaranteed prices on 14 crops and the
government are to procure the harvest if farmers
are unable to sell at guaranteed prices. On the
9t of April, The Government allocated LKR. 600
million for the early purchase of the fish harvest.

As an immediate relief measure, low-income
families and farmers who are having Farmer
Insurance Scheme benefited from the Rs.5000
allowance of the government. On April 17, a
concessionary loan scheme for farmers was also
has been launched by the government. For the
first time in history tea auction conducted online
on April 4" and Sri Lanka’s coconut auction took
place through a video conference for the first
time on April 9.

LONG TERM STRATEGIES ADOPTED BY THE
GOVERNMENT

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of
Sri Lanka introduced the “Saubhagya National
Programme” on Harvesting and Cultivation on
which is mainly aimed to develop one million
home gardens. It encouraged rural seed farm
projects, popularize organic fertilizer use,
encourages the production of home crops, and
promotes home gardens to ensure food security
in long term. Import restrictions were imposed
by the Sri Lankan government on items that
could be produced in the country. Facilitation of
importation of non-essential goods was restricted
on March 19t and it was declared on April 2™,

WAY FORWARD

The government has to implement labor
protection strategies for the farmers as well as

_ the informal labors in the Agri-food supply chain

as a risk-mitigating strategy such as a well-
established insurance scheme. Apart from that
as a short term strategy, the arrangements can be
made to provide an incentive in the form of food,

| vouchers in kind, or targeted cash.
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Farmer organizations and other grassroots level
organizations in Sri Lanka have to get together
and better to create a mechanism to protect
farmers and laborers in the agriculture sector in
such unexpected situations. A proper national
plan for the food supply chain has to implement

. with better alignment between the food habits

and the demands of the consumers.

The establishment of more economic centers or
collection centers also has significant importance
which will reduce the need for mobility. Collection
centers should have high capacity. The
implementation of sufficient warehouse facilities
also might reduce the post-harvest losses in such
a situation. If feasible, markets can be reallocated
into larger premises, where physical distancing
can be maintained while ensuring food quality
and food safety.
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The whole world is in a critical situation due to COVID-19 pandemic and we cannot escape
this pandemic and its consequences. So, we must understand and act accordingly to face
this situation successfully.

Sri Lanka is self-sufficient in the rice production which is the staple food of Sri Lankan
people. Apart from that domestic demand of important food such as meat, fish, eggs,

fruits and vegetables is filled mainly through the.dome the country relies or‘
imports for many essential commodities. Ik of wheat, lentils, 87%

of sugar, 50% of powdered milk and other J cheese are imported. With
the COVID- 19 induced disruption, there may be significant'challenges related to supply
of these essentials and food security. Sri Lanka’s agric
fresh vegetables, and fruits. Covid-19 outb

from foreign exports too. : .

Farming is practiced all over the world as'an essential activity and the farmers have to cope
up with this new challenge. Every component of food supply chain might be affected due
to Covid 19 pandemic. When compared to other sectors, agriculture is the least affected
sector by the economic struggle. Also, through the “saubhagya” scheme, home gardening
has been encouraged all to better equip the country to face potential future crisis such as
covid-19 pandemic.

Livestock sector also has faced many difficulties during this time. Less access to animal
feed and medicine, diminished capacity of processing companies due to logistical
constraints, labor scarcity, closure of markets and reduced income are the major problems
faced by the sector. According to All Island Poultry Association in Sri Lanka, around 5000
broiler and layer farmers have been significantly affected by the pandemic. Before the
lockdown the price of chicken egg fell drastically. It was a heavy loss for farmers.

The Department of Animal Production and Health have imposed restrictions on import of
live animals and animal products. The Department decided that imports are still possible
subjected to clearance, and assessment will be done on a case by case basis before
granting import permission.

Considering all these factors, we must understand the situation properly and follow the
preventive measures to safeguard food sector for a better future as responsible citizens
of the country.
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Dr. Shashika D. Rathnayaka -
third

BSc in Export Agriculture (UWU),

I am immensely proud to say that | am a graduate of Uva Wellassa University (UWU)’
currently a Senior Lecturer in Agricultural Economics in the Faculty of Animal Science ah
Export Agriculture, Uva Wellassa University

In 2019, | successfully completed my PhD degree at Griffith University, Australia. | have™
published my research work in ‘A’ rank Economics and Agricultural Economics journals. |
am a recipient of a number of awards and scholarships both at National and International
levels. Also, | have taught at Griffith Business School, Griffith University, Australia while
adding international teaching experiences to my academic career.

I must say that UWU was the foundation for who | am today. My studies at UWU prepared
me for these opportunities that came along. | grew in knowledge and confidence day by
day thanks to the amazing lectures taught by remarkably smart.

MSc in Agric. Economics(PGIA, UOP), PhD (Griffith, Australia) Owrl

Senior Lecturer in Agricultural Economics of Uva Wellassa University



Kumarasiri Perera

Senior Tea Taster

HVA Foods PLC

“‘Ceylon Tea Industry has
more than 150 years

older history. Entering and
surviving in the Tea Industry
is a challenging task. |
strongly believe that Tea
Technology & Value Addition
Degree Programme and
UWU culture paved the path
for me to enter and success
in the Tea Industry. Today |
am an active tea Taster.

Prabha Dhananjani
Liyanapathirana

PhD Candidate at Auburn
University, USA

‘I graduated from Uva

= Wellassa University in 2013,
with a bachelor's degree in
Export Agriculture. Since
graduating, | have received
my master’s degree in
Agricultural science from
Tennessee State University
(USA) and?1am currently
matriculated in Auburn
University’s (USA) Plant
Pathology Ph.D. program-*
with the future aspiration
of joining the academic
sector. The undergraduate

education | received within
the Export Agriculture
Department at UWU served
as a solid foundation from
which I am building my
graduate education and
research career.'The rigorous
course work, diverse
research obportun/'ties, and
the excellent faculty provided
me with quality education
and offered the skills needed
to successfully navigate

my way through graduate
programs and professional
positions.”

SadeekaJayasinghe
Senior Lecturer in Crop
Science

Uva Wellassa University
of Sri Lanka

‘| was fortunate enough
graduate from Uva Wellassa
University (WWU), for which
I am extremely grateful.
When | commenced my
undergraduate career; | had
the chance to be exposed
to a wide spectrum of¢
agricultural fields, all of
which tended to reinforce
and strengthen my intense
interest in the agricultural
sector. | also had the -
opportunity to study'a
nunaber of subjects offered
by the Department of
Export Agriculture and
they were both enjoyable
and enlightening, giving
me a new and different
perspective on the world in
which we live. | am grateful
to express my heartfelt

[

#

appreciation to all the staff
members,of the UWU family
for the impetus they have
given me in my acadamic
life, which has helped me to
have a rewarding career at
UWU as a Senior Lecturer at
the present.”

Erandi Ruwanpura

Assistant Divisional

Secretary,

3ri Lanka Administrative
Service

“The achievement of my

, career reflects value of UWU.

Not only knowledge butsalso,
SkKills, attitudes, and social
experience are the essence
of the undergraduateship
that has sharpened the
present status of my life.
For instances, greeper p
trainin§ experience

during undergraduate
education enhanced the
willingnes$ to accept more
challenges. Moreover,
Broad General studies,

law basics, Psychology,
and Sociology streams
inspired me to search for
new knowledge on-par with
highly competitive world.
As a resylt, | was able to
become a SLAS officer.
Thus, | strongly believe the
blessings of mother UWU
th&t lead us to reach our
goals. | convey my best
wishes to future graduates
of UWU to become all-
rounders that our nation
needs.”
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Viraj Madusanka
Entrepreneur (Lollicup Teas),
Assistant Superintendent
Maskeliya Plantations PLC

“‘Being a proud product of
Uva Wellassa University,
as an entrepreneur.rynning
my own business in the
tea sector, | have managed
to share and disseminate
the fruitful knowledge laid
experience reaped by Tea
Technology and Value
Addition degree program,
which &lso propped up
myself in getting inclineck .
tomy present career.as

an entrepreneur with self-
confidence and as an
Assistant Superintendent
in Sri Lanka’s leading tea

J plaptation company.”

Sandun Gunathilake
Assistant Production

Engineer
Samson Rubber Industries
(Pvt) Ltd (DSI Tyres & Tubes)

‘I completed the BScHons

in Palm & Latex Technology
and Value Addition ahd
joined the Rubber Industry
immediately after the
completion of my degree.
At my company, we use

the best ingredients to

convert the inferior to the *
superior quality products.
Furthermore, we mold the
unshaped compounds into
desired shapes, strengths,
and qualities, which are
required by our trusted
customers worldwjde.
BScHons in Palm & Latex
Technology and Value
Addition degree program
has strengthened us with
in-detailed theoretical &
technological knowledge and
industrial exposures in well
recognized organizations,
which further molded me to
be the best fit for the high-
teeh industries.”

|

Nipun Wisnagalage
Senior Executive

Tea Department
Heritage Teas (Pvt) Ltd ,
Tea Blogger
www.teawithnipun.com

“Even though | was born

in front.of Geragama tea
factory, the real tea exposure
was received from TTVA
degree program. World
recognized multidisciplinary
education system followed
by the university was really
helpful to gain all-round
competencies to become a
complete tea professional.
Surrounding Lush green tea
fields and blue misty hills
has created UWU a real
paradise to study on tea
aspects. Entrepreneurial
Skills obtained from the
degreé program made me
so comfortable during my

3 years of stay in China as
a tea master. It's a great
pleasure to say that all my
success is due to the head
start | received from the
mother UWU."

Ishara Wijesinghe
Lecturer in Rubber
Processing & Tech. and
Polymer/Rubber

Uva Wellassa University
of Sri Lanka

‘I joined Uva Wellassa
University for my higher
education in 2010 as a
student of the 2nd intake of
BScHons in Palm & Latex
Teghnology and Value
Addition degree programme.
The strong theoretical
background and practical
exposure in wider scope

of the degree programme ;
improved my knowledge, =
way of thinking, and

SkKills. Further, | was

able to improve ethics,
communication skills, and
social values through Broad
General-Education which is
unique to UWU. | completed
my MSc degreesin Polymer
Science and Technology

at the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura in 20179.
My BSc degree helped me to
perform well in the master’s
degree and ultimately
achieve a GPA of 4.0 out of
4.0. Finally, | am grateful to
my University for gifting me
a wonderful future,”
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